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Chapter 11
Division

Division In Arithmetic, 1 — Elementary School Procedure, 3 — Efficient
Division Procedure, 4.

We now turn to the last one of the four operation with polynomials:
division. However, in order to understand the procedure, we must first take
a look at the division procedure in ARITHMETIC.

11.1 Division In Arithmetic

We first look at the real-world process and then we look at the corresponding
paper-world procedure.

1. In the real world, we often encounter situations in which we have
to assign (equally) the items in a first collection to the items of another
collection.

The process is to make rounds during each of which we assign one item of
the first collection to each one of the items in the second collection. The
process comes to an end when, after a round has been completed,

o there are items left unassigned but not enough to complete another
round. The share is then the collection of items from the first col-
lection that have been assigned to each item of the second collection
and the leftovers are the collection of items from the first collection left
unassigned after the process has come to an end.

EXAMPLE 1. In the real world, say we have a collection of seven dollar-bills which

we want to assign to each and every person in a collection of three person. We

want to know how many dollar-bills we will assign to each person and how many
dollar-bills will be left-over.
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i. We make a first round during which we hand-out one dollar-bill to each and
every person in the collection. This uses three dollar-bills and leaves us with four
dollar-bills after the first round.

ii. We make a second round, we hand-out one dollar-bill to each and every person in
the collection. This uses another three dollar-bills and leaves us with one dollar-bill
after the second round.

iii. If we try to make a third round, we find that we cannot complete the third
round.

So, the share is two dollar-bills and the leftovers is one dollar-bill.

there is no item left unassigned. The share is again the collection of
items from the first collection that have been assigned to each item of
the second collection and there are no leftovers.

EXAMPLE 2. In the real world, say we have a collection of eight dollar-bills which
we want to assign to each and every person in a collection of four person. We want
to know how many dollar-bills we will assign to each person and how many dollar-
bills will be left-over.

i. We make a first round during which we hand-out one dollar-bill to each and
every person in the collection. This uses four dollar-bills and leaves us with four
dollar-bills after the first round.

ii. We make a second round, we hand-out one dollar-bill to each and every person
in the collection. This uses another four dollar-bills and leaves us with no dollar-bill
after the second round.

iii. So, we cannot make a third round.

So, the share is two dollar-bills and there are no leftovers.

2. The paper procedure that corresponds to the real-world process is

called division. Division will involve the following language:

The number-phrase that represents the first collection, that is the col-
lections of items to be assigned to the items of the second collection, is
called the dividend,

The number-phrase that represents the second collection, that is the
collection of items to which the items of the first collection are to be
assigned, is called the divisor,

The number-phrase that represents the share is called the quotient,
The number-phrase that represents the leftovers is called the remain-
der.

EXAMPLE 3. Given a real-world situation with a collection of eight dollar-bills to be
assigned to each and every person in a collection of four persons,

The dividend is 7 Dollars
The divisior is 3 Persons

. Dollars
The share is 25,00

The remainder is 1 Dollar
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11.2 Elementary School Procedure trial and error
try

The division procedure taught in elementary schools is a trial and error Partial product

procedure which follows the real-world process closely inasmuch as each partial remainder
round is represented by a try in which:
i. We use the multiplication procedure to find the partial product
which represents how many items have been used by the end of the corre-
sponding real-world round.
ii. We use the subtraction procedure to find the partial remainder
which represents how many items, if any, are left over by the end of the
corresponding real-world round.
EXAMPLE 4. In order to divide 987 by 321, we go through the following tries:

First try:
i. We multiply the divisor 321 by 1 which gives the partial product 321 :

1
321 ) 987
321
ii. We subtract the partial product 321 from the dividend 987 which leaves

the partial remainder 666 :
1

321 ) 987
321
666

Second try:
i. We multiply the divisor 321 by 2 which gives the partial product 642 :

2
321 ) 987
642
ii. We subtract the partial product 642 from the dividend 987 which leaves

the partial remainder 345 :
2

321 ) 987
642
345

Third try:
i. We multiply the divisor 321 by 3 which gives the partial product 963 :

3
321 ) 987

963
ii. We subtract the partial product 963 from the dividend 987 which leaves
the partial remainder 24 :
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3
321 ) 987
963
24

Fourth try:
i. We multiply the divisor 321 by 4 which gives the partial product 1284 :

4
321 ) 987
1284
ii. We cannot subtract the partial product 1284 from the dividend 987 :
4
321 ) 987
1284

Since we cannot complete the fourth try, we go back to the last complete try, that is
the third try, and we get that the quotient is 3 and the remainder 24.

This procedure, though, has two severe shortcomings:

o All these full multiplications require a lot of work.
o This procedure will not extend to polynomials

11.3 Efficient Division Procedure

We now present a much more efficient procedure that, instead of full multi-
plications to find the digits of the quotient, uses only a multiplication table!
and which, for us, has the further advantages that it extends easily to poly-
nomials.

1. By the rank of a multiplication table, we will mean the numerator
common to all the multiplications in that multiplication table. The table
multipliers correspond to the successive lines in the multiplication table
and therefore always range from 1 to 9. The table products are the results
of the successive multiplications in the multiplication table.

EXAMPLE 5. In the following multiplication table

'Educologists will surely claim that this procedure is way beyond the feeble mind of
their students. Yet, it seems to be the one taught in most of the world and the procedure
that uses “full multiplication” seems to be taught mostly, if not only, in the U.S..
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7T x1 =7
7T x2 = 14
7T x3 = 21
7T x4 = 28
7 x5 = 35
7T x6 = 42
7T X7 = 49
7 x8 = 56
7 x9 = 63

= the rankis 7,
= the table multipliers range from 1 to 9 (as in all multiplication tables),
= the table products range from 7 to 63.

2. The procedure consists of successive cycles. During each of these
cycles, we go through the following four steps:

Step I. We find a single digit of the quotient by trial and error using only
the multiplication table whose rank is the first digit of the divisor.

Step II. We find the partial product by multiplying the full divisor by the
single digit of the quotient we found in Step I.

Step III. We find the partial remainder by subtracting the partial product
we found in Step II from the full dividend.

Step IV. We decide whether we want to:
e stop the division,

e continue the division.

EXAMPLE 6. We want to compute

9974.
312.

so we need to divide 312. into 9974., that is

312. ) 9974.

Since the first digit in the divisor is 3, we will use the multiplication table of rank 3 :

cycles
step
stop
continue
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3 x1 = 3
3 X2 = 6
3 x3 =9
3 x4 = 12
3 x5 = 15
3 x6 = 18
3 x7 = 21
3 x8 = 24
3 x9 = 27

CYCLE 1. We look for the first digit of the quotient.
Step |. We divide by trial and error the first digit in the divisor, 312., into the first
digit of the dividend, 9974.
Trial 1. We try the table multiplier 1
i. When we multiply the first digit of the divisor, 3 , by the table multiplier
1 we get the table product 3 :

312 ) 9974

3
ii. We subtract the table product 3 from the first digit of the dividend, 9974.,
which leaves the remainder 6 :

312. ) 9974.

Trial 2. We try the table multiplier 2
i. When we multiply the first digit of the divisor, 3, by the table multiplier
2 we get the table product 6 :

321 ) 9974
6
ii. We subtract the table product 6 from the first digit of the dividend, 9974.,
which leaves the remainder 3

312. ) 9974.
6
B
Trial 3. We try the table multiplier 3
i. When we multiply the first digit of the divisor, 3, by the table multiplier
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3 we get the table product 9 :

312. ) 9974.
9
ii. We subtract the table product 9 from the first digit of the dividend, 9974.,
which leaves the remainder 0

w
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Trial 4. We try the table multiplier 4
i. When we multiply the first digit of the divisor, 3, by the table multiplier
4 we get the table product 12 :

312. ) 9974.

12
ii. We cannot subtract the table product 12 from the first digit of the divi-
dend, 9974. .
312. ) 9974.

12
Since we cannot complete Trial 4, we must go back to the last complete trial, that is
Trial 3, from which we get that:
The first digit of the quotient will be 3 unless the resulting partial product exceeds
the dividend.
Step Il. We multiply the full divisor, 312., by the first digit in the quotient, 3:

3

312. ) 9974.

936

The first partial product is 936 Tens.
Step Ill. We subtract the first partial product, 936 Tens, from the dividend 9974. :
3
312. ) 9974.
936
614

The first remainder is 614. and the first digit in the quotient is 3.
Step IV. We decide if we want to stop or to continue the division:
= |f we decide to stop the division,
— the quotient of the division is 30. since the first digit of the quotient, 3,
refers to the Tens and the only denominator that goes without saying is the
Ones.
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— the remainder of the division is 614.
If we don't care about the remainder, we write:

where we write + (...) as a reminder that 2! is not exactly equal to 30 since

there was a remainder.
= |f we decide to continue the division,
i. we recall that the 3 in the quotient refers to the Tens
3
312 ) 9974
936
614

ii. we recall that the remainder is 614 Ones,
3

312 ) 99'74

936
614

iii. we start a new cycle.

CYCLE 2. We look for the second digit of the quotient.

Step I. We divide by trial and error the first digit in the divisor, 312., into the first
digit of the first remainder, 614. :

Trial 1. We try the table multiplier 1
i. When we multiply the first digit of the divisor, 3, by the table multiplier

1 we get the table product 3 :
3

312. ) 9974.

936
614
3
ii. We subtract the table product 3 from the first digit of the first remainder,

614., which leaves the remainder 3 :
3

312. ) 9974.

936
614
3

6

Trial 2. We try the table multiplier 2
i. When we multiply the first digit of the divisor, 3 , by the table multiplier
2 we get the table product 6 :
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3
312. ) 9974.
936
614
6
ii. We subtract the table product 6 from the first digit of the first remainder,
614., which leaves the remainder 0 :

3

312. ) 9974.

936
614
6

0
Trial 3. We don't need to do Trial 3 since we obviously will not be able to subtract the
table product from the first remainder.
The second digit of the quotient will be 2 unless the resulting partial product
exceeds the first remainder.
Step Il. We multiply the full divisor, 312., by the second digit in the quotient, 2 :

32

312 ) 9974

936
614
624

The second partial product is 624 Ones
Step . We cannot subtract the second partial product, 624 from the first remain-
der, 614 :

3.2

312 ) 9974

936

614

624
What happened here is due to the carryover in the multiplication.
So, the second digit in the quotient is the table multiplier in Trial 1, 1, and we must
redo Step Il and Step IlI:
New Step Il. We multiply the full divisor, 312., by the second digit in the quotient,
1:

31

312. ) 9974.

936
614

312

The second partial product is 312 Ones
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New Step lll. We subtract the second partial product, 312 Ones, from the first
remainder 614. :

31

312. ) 9974.

936
614.
312

302

The second remainder is 302. and the second digit in the quotient is 1.
Step IV. We decide if we want to stop or continue the division.

= |f we decide to stop the division,
— the quotient of the division is 31. since the second digit of the quotient,

1, refers to the Ones.

— the remainder of the division is 302.
If we don't care about the remainder, we write:

9974.

— =31.4+ (...

312. 31+ ()
9974.

where we write + (...) as a reminder that %35 is not exactly equal to 31. since
there was a remainder.
= |f we decide to continue the division,
i. we point the 1 in the quotient to indicate that it refers to the Ones
31.
312. ) 9974.
936

614

ii. we change the remainder 302 Ones to 3020 Tenths
31.

312. ) 9974.

936
614
312
3020

iii. we start a new cycle.
CYCLE 3. We look for the third digit of the quotient.
Step |. We divide by trial and error the first digit in the divisor, 312., into the first
two digits of the second remainder, 3020. :

Trial 1. We try the table multiplier 1
i. When we multiply the first digit of the divisor, 3 , by the table multiplier
1 we get the table product 3 :
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31.

312. ) 9974.

936
614
312
3020
3
ii. We subtract the table product 3 from the first two digits of the second

remainder, 3020., which leaves the remainder 27 :
31.

312. ) 9974.

936
614
312
3020

3
27

Trial 2. We try the table multiplier 9
i. When we multiply the first digit of the divisor, 3, by the table multiplier

9 we get the table product 27 :
31.

312. ) 9974.

936
614
312
3020
27
ii. We subtract the table product 27 from the first two digits of the second

remainder, 3020., which leaves the remainder 3 :
31.

312. ) 9974.

936
614
312
3020
27
3
The third digit of the quotient will be 9 unless the resulting partial product

exceeds the third remainder.

Step Il. We multiply the full divisor, 312. , by the third digit in the quotient, 9 :
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31.9
312. ) 9974.
936
614
312
3020
2808

The third partial product is 2808 Tenths

Step Ill. We subtract the third partial product, 2808 from the second remainder,
3020 :

31.9
312. ) 9974.
936

614

312
3020
2808
212

The third remainder is 31.2 and the third digit of the quotient is 9
Step IV. We decide if we want to stop or continue the division.

= If we decide to stop the division,
— the quotient of the division is 31.9 since the third digit of the quotient, 9,
refers to the Tenths.
— the remainder of the division is 21.2
If we don't care about the remainder, we write:

9974.
312.

where we write + (...) as a reminder that
there was a remainder.
= |f we decide to continue the division,
i. we recall that the 9 in the quotient refers to the Tenths
31.9
312. ) 9974.
936
614
312
3020
2808
212

ii. we change the remainder 212 Tenths to 2120 Hundredths

=319+ (...)

9974.
312.

is not exactly equal to 31.9 since
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31.9
312. ) 9974.
936
614
312
3020
2808
2120

iii. we start a new cycle.

3. While this procedure certainly appears to be a lot more complicated
than the elementary school procedure, it isn’t really and it just requires
getting used to and taking the time to get used to it is a good investment
because, in the long run, this procedure is much more economical since:

o We find the digits of the quotient using only one multiplication table,
e We then usually need only do one full multiplication and one subtraction

(per cycle) as opposed to one for each try.

e We can decide exactly where we want to stop and see how precise the
quotient then would be.



